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Language Policy As Whimsical Affair: Manipur Right Now
By: Amar Yumnam
Imphal, Dec 6:

Manipur has not experi-
enced language related social
upheavals after the move-
ments decades back for the in-
clusion of Manipuri (Manipuri,
not Meeteilon/Meitelon) in the
Eighth Schedule of the Indian
Constitution. But we need not
wait for sooner than later there
would emerge social upheav-
als almost like inter-communal
tensions in a way almost like
leader-induced.

Manipur is undoubtedly a
heterogenous society with
naturally heterogenous social
and cultural properties. The
formulation of anguage Policy
in such a context is a very seri-
ous matter, and definitely not
one which can be just uttered
by the head of the people in a
public meeting. Bernard

Spolsky opens his 2004 book
titled Language Policy thus:
“A fifty-six-year-old Turkish
woman was refused a heart
transplant by clinics in Hanover
on the grounds that her lack of
German (common among
Gastarbeiter) made the recov-
ery process dangerous. The
clinic defended the decision:
the patient might not under-
stand the doctors’ orders,
might take the wrong medicine
and might not be able to get
help if there were complica-
tions. The state minister for
health said(Sunday Telegraph,
August 27, 2000) that in future
in similar cases they must find
a more practical solution. Doc-
tors and hospitals make lan-
guage policy when they decide
how to deal with language di-
versity.” He emphasises that
for a Language Policy the “first
step is to distinguish between

the three components of the
language policy of a speech
community: its language prac-
tices — the habitual pattern of
selecting among the varieties
that make up its linguistic rep-
ertoire; its language beliefs or
ideology — the beliefs about
language and language use;
and any specific efforts to
modify or influence that prac-
tice by any kind of language
intervention, planning or
management.”Einar Haugen in
the early 1960s studies on “lan-
guage conflict and language
planning relating to Norway
suggested that the field could
be organized under four head-
ings: the first two were selec-
tion of a norm when someone
has identified a ‘‘language
problem,” and codification of
its written(or spoken) form, its
grammar and its lexicon.”Heinz
Kloss (1969) with the Quebec

experience called selection‘‘
status planning” and codifica-
tion ‘‘corpus planning”. The
other two headings Haugen
proposed were implementation
(making sure that a policy is
accepted and followed by the
target population) and elabo-
ration, the continued modifica-
tion of the norm to meet the re-
quirements of modernization
and development.” There is
also the fact that there is inter
alia a very strong ideological
component in which “Bad lan-
guage is considered dirty and
impure. Clean, un corrupt, pure
language is highly valued
ideologically.”The Zuni Indi-
ans did not allow foreign words
in ritual performances, as part
of their opposition to innova-
tions in ceremonies. The Ari-
zona Tewa had a similar ban;
they also disapproved of lan-
guage mixing. The hundred or

so generally bilingual speakers
of Tariana, an Arawak lan-
guage in the Amazon region of
Brazil, consider lexical borrow-
ing ‘‘incompetent and sloppy”.
Purism becomes important dur-
ing a time of language cultiva-
tion and modernization, pro-
viding a criterion for the
choice of new lexicon. Purism
favours native sources and
tries to close off non native
sources. It is closely con-
nected with national feeling.
There are similar concerns to
keep foreign influence out of
music, literature and architec-
ture. Keeping languages pure
by excluding foreignisms be-
came an important manage-
ment task in Europe in the sev-
enteenth and eighteenth cen-
turies, and was the central role
of the language academies
modelled on the Académie
francaise.” These are not very

simple issues in an underde-
veloped, small but diverse so-
cial system within a single
governance regime, which still
has a long way to cover for
attaining more or less com-
plete coverage; this is
Manipur.

Clare Mar-Molinero and
Patrick Stevenson in their ed-
ited volume on Language Ide-
ologies, Policies and Practices
Language and the Future of
Europe (2006) write: “More re-
cently, increasing attention
has been paid to the effects of
globalization and the
transnational flow of goods
and services but also the
transnational traffic of people
and therefore of language(s),
both physical and virtual. Yet
a tension remains between
these two preoccupations: be-
tween the static framework of
the national, with its fixed pa-

rameters, and the fluid forms of
the transnational.” Further as
Anthony J. Liddicoat and Ri-
chard B. Baldauf Jr. write in
their 2008 piece Language
Planning in Local Contexts:
Agents, Contexts and Interac-
tions: “it is not through the
coercive and normative power
of institutions – the power as-
cribed by status or realised
through sanctions
(Carspecken, 1996) – that
behaviours are changed but
through more subtle opera-
tions on the choices of others.
Among these are the strategies
…..as charm – the ability to
use culturally understood iden-
tity claims and norms to gain
the trust and loyalty of others
– and contractual power – an
agreement specifying recipro-
cal obligations between par-
ties.

53rd Annual Foundation Day of the Ideal
Girls’ College held

One-day awareness campaign on
gender, reproductive health, and
legal mechanisms for women held

Meghalaya launches
Northeast’s first Drone

Delivery Hub and Network

Governor
expresses

gratitude to
Armed Forces
on Flag Day

IT News
Imphal, Dec 6:

Governor of Manipur La
Ganesan has expressed grati-
tude to the Armed Forces on
Flag Day.

In a message, the Gover-
nor said the Armed Forces
Flag Day, 2022 is being cel-
ebrated on 7th December,
2022.  This significant Day
reminds us of our bounden re-
sponsibility towards the
Armed Forces for their in-
valuable contributions to our
motherland. Our Armed
Forces have been serving the
Nation with great distinction
both during war and peace.
They have consistently dis-
played the highest standards
of professionalism and excel-
lence in every task assigned
to them. Our Armed Forces
have ensured the protection
of our territorial integrity,
fought the scourge of terror-
ism and provided succour to
fellow citizens in times of
natural calamities.

Shillong, Dec 6:

The Meghalaya govern-
ment unveiled Northeast’s
First Drone Delivery Hub and
Network, in partnership with
drone delivery start-up
TechEagle.

The ground-breaking ef-
fort intends to improve univer-
sal access to healthcare in
Meghalaya by delivering vital
supplies like drugs, diagnostic
samples, vaccines, blood and
blood components quickly and
safely to different regions of
the state using a dedicated
Drone Delivery Network. 

The commencement of
project began with the inaugu-
ration of Asia’s First Drone
Delivery Hub built at the
Jengjal Sub-Divisional Hospi-
tal on Monday by Minister
James Sangma.

On the same day, the first
official drone flight took off
from Jengjal Sub Divisional
Hospital (Hub) and delivered
medicines to Padeldoba PHC in
less than 30 mins which would
have otherwise taken 2.5 hours
by road. 

TechEagle’s Vertiplane X3
Drone delivered different
healthcare products including

Snake venom-2 pax, Labetalol-
4 pax, Human Albumin-1 pax,
Cefotaxime (typhoid dose) 50
pax in its first flight which was
5X faster in comparison to
ground transportation. 

 ”We are seeing something
that is unparalleled in any place
of the world. It is a matter of
pride for the State of
Meghalaya that we would be
the first state to institutional-
ize this initiative and have a
system that can be expanded
to other areas of the State as
well,” minister Sangma said.

Ramkumar S, Project Direc-
tor, Meghalaya Health Systems
Strengthening Project stated
“I’m very happy that we are
able to start such an initiative
in the State, which aims at pro-
viding access to life-saving
drugs and other medical essen-
tials to far-flung and hard-to-
reach areas of the State.’’

He added, “The drone sta-
tion is meant for regular deliv-
ery of medicines, vaccines,
blood samples, anti-venoms,
etc.”

IT News
Imphal, Dec 6:

A one-day awareness
campaign on “Gender, Repro-
ductive Health, and Legal
Mechanisms of Women” in
connection with 16 days of
activism against gender-
based violence under the
theme “UNITE! Activism to
End Violence Against Women
and Girls” was held today at
Sunusiphai Awang Commu-
nity Hall, Bishnupur District.
Women Action for Develop-
ment, in collaboration with the
IRDC (Integrated Rural Devel-
opment Centre), organised the
campaign.

The programme was at-
tended by Sobita
Mangsatabam, Secy. WAD, T.
Shadishkanta Sharma, Secy.
YFPHR, and Th. Helena CHO,
HWC Phubala, as the presi-

dential members, and was at-
tended by around 100 partici-
pants.

In a welcome and keynote
address, IRDC Secretary
Sundari states that their
leikai is fortunate to have
this type of programme be-
cause  vio lence against
women and children is on the
rise in Manipur.

T. Shadishkanta, Secre-
tary, YFPHR, spoke on basic
legal rights such as the POCSO
Act and the Child Marriage
Prohibition Act. He says that
all citizens, including youths,
are in high need of knowing
basic legal knowledge and
mechanisms in order to bring
justice immediately and to pre-
vent the youths from becom-
ing accused due to a lack of
knowledge. He further appeals
to the participants not to en-
courage child marriage in our

society and urges them to re-
port immediately to Child
Helpline No. 1098. He further
expresses that it will not be
possible to curb the issue of
violence against women and
children without the participa-
tion of youth, so he urges the
youth participant to come for-
ward to learn and contribute
to stopping violence against
women and children.

Sobita Mangsatabam in-
teracted with the women’s par-
ticipants in an informal discus-
sion to let them speak out their
grievances and the violence
against women and children
faced by them in their families
and localities. She urges ev-
ery participant to unite and
join hands to fight the increas-
ing violence against women
and children and not to stay
silent in any case.

ULFA (I) cadre from Guwahati
dies in outfit’s camp in Myanmar

IT News
Imphal, Dec 6y:

The 53rd Annual Founda-
tion Day of the Ideal Girls’ Col-
lege, Akampat, Imphal-East was
held today in a simple and sol-
emn manner. The function was
marked by offering of floral trib-
utes to the departed souls as-
sociated with the college.

In the function, awards
and certificates including P.
Randhoni Devi Memorial
Cash Award, Foundation Day
Special Cash Award & R.K.
Munindro Singh Memorial
Award for Excellence was dis-
tributed to the students of the
college for their achievements
in curricular and extra-curricu-
lar activities.

The function was graced
by R.K. Gourisana Devi,
former Principal, Ideal Girls’
Col lege,  Akampat,  L.

Iboyaima Singh, Principal,
Ideal Girls’ College, Akampat
& Kh. Nalini Devi, President,
Ideal Girls’ College Teachers’

Association, Akampat as
Chief Guest, President  &
Guest of Honour respec-
tively.

Agency
Guwahati, Dec 6:

A newly recruited cadre of
the United Liberation Front of
Asom-Independent (ULFA-I)
has died in a camp of the pro-
scribed outfit in Myanmar on
Sunday following a prolonged
illness.

“The cadre, identified

as Jugal Sarma alias Private
Asom, died while undergo-
ing treatment at 5.45 am on
Sunday. He was a newcomer
and was the 20,759th cadre
of the rebel outfit. The ULFA
(I) has expressed deepest
condolences at his demise,”
the rebel outfit  said in a
statement issued on Mon-
day.

30-year-old Jugal was a
resident of the Noonmati area
in Guwahati. According to re-
ports, Jugal had joined the
ULFA (I) in March last year.

The ULFA-I has declared
Jugal Sharma as an ‘Amar
Mritak’ (Martyr) for his con-
tribution to the struggle
spearheaded by the outfit for
independent Assam.
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Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar : The architect of
the Indian Constitution

Life is short... don’t make it
shorter by texting and driving

By: Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

It seems over the years, our so-
ciety has unfortunately become
more complacent about  underage
driving than before, and more kids
are growing up learning that it is
‘cool‘ to drive young, to drive fast,
and to risk it with the law. Underage
driving has not only added to the
city’s chaotic traffic but is resulting
in a large number of accidents. Chil-
dren, by nature, are more reckless.
They are not mature enough to un-
derstand the consequences of their
actions or mistakes. For them, driv-

ing is all about thrill and looking cool. Children are not to be blamed for
reckless driving but it is the parents’ job to teach children how to go by the
rule book. Public awareness campaigns by traffic control authorities and
others are vitally important to make such youth realise their errors and the
possibilities of their rash driving. Children of this age are restless, impatient
and have a shorter attention span. It is observed that a few school authori-
ties who tried to discourage underage driving had to face parents’ ire.
Speeding around seems cool to teenagers but it can lead to havoc and
that’s where adults have to step in. Children are more likely than older
drivers to speed, run red lights, make illegal turns, ride with an intoxicated
driver, and drive after using alcohol or drugs. They have a sense that they
can get away with transgressions – a feeling of bravado whereby “I can get
away with anything” The fight against underage drinking in our country is
a tough battle, and frighteningly, alcohol is involved in about 20-25% of
fatal teenage car wrecks.

Underage driving seems to increase with each passing day as children
become smarter and more informed and parents fail to understand the con-
sequences. It is observed that minors can get a license with fake proof of
age. In such cases, the police impose a nominal fine and these dangerous
drivers are back on the road. Teenage drivers are a threat not only to them-
selves but also to others. They are not sensitive to traffic rules and don’t
even follow the basics of safe driving. They either injure or kill themselves
or others. The high number of underage drivers transgressing the law by
going for a joyride can be attributed to peer pressure and a feeling of
youthful invincibility. Many lives are shattered by underage drivers going
for a joyride in the vehicles of their parents or older relatives. Under Sec-
tion 4 of the Motor Vehicles Act, minors driving a vehicle are liable and
accordingly they can be fined at least Rs 1,000. The owners, meanwhile,
can be fined Rs 1,500 under Section 5 of the same Act. In case of negligent
driving by minors, parents should be booked too. 

Traffic police has been trying everything, have challenged and even
impounded their vehicles but failed to curb the menace. The only solution
left is the duty of the parents to realise the danger associated with under-
age driving. Inexperience and immaturity are the primary causes of the
increased risk of teenage driving. Untrained eyes are more likely to under-
estimate hazardous situations on the road. The National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration suggests that parents write up a contract for their
teenage driver that includes penalties for any rule that they break. Preven-
tative measures must be taken to bring teenage auto fatalities down. The
most important advice would be to teach responsibility by way of example.
If parents drive with caution and obey the laws of the road – their children
will also have more respect for traffic laws and for those who travel our
roads.

By: Er. Prabhat Kishore

The governance system of ev-
ery independent nation is governed
by its constitution. After indepen-
dence, the making of a constitution
in a diverse country like India was
an arduous task. The leading figures
of the Constituent Assembly for the
formation of the Constitution was
Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar, under
whose chairmanship the Drafting
Committee played a pivotal role in
giving concrete shape to the Con-
stitution.

Bhim Rao Ambedkar was born
on 14th April 1891 in the army head-
quarters of Mhow in Indore district
of Madhya Pradesh. His father
Ramji Maloji Sakwal was a Subedar
in the army. In 1894, after his father’s
retirement from the army, his family
left Mhow. At the age of 5,  Bhim
Rao was sent to the Maratha school
in Dapoli. His father was re-em-
ployed in Dapoli and was trans-
ferred to Satara. In 1900, Bhim Rao
was enrolled in Satara High School.
In 1904, his father’s service was ter-
minated, after which he shifted to
Mumbai. Bhim Rao was enrolled in
Elphinstone Government High
School in Mumbai. In 1906, at the
age of fourteen, he married 9-year-
old Rama Bai. He passed the ma-
triculation examination in 1907.

Impressed by Ambedkar, Maha-
raja Sayajirao Gaikwad of Baroda
approved him a scholarship of
twenty five rupees per month. In
1912, he passed his graduation in
Economics and Political Science
from the University of Mumbai. On
June 4, 1913, there was an agree-
ment between Ambedkar and Ma-
haraja Sayajirao that after his stud-
ies he would serve the Baroda
state. In the third week of July 1913,
he enrolled at Columbia University
in the United States of America with
the Gaikwad Scholarship. He was
the first Mahar Dalit to study in a
foreign university. In June 1915, He
was awarded M.A. degree in eco-

nomics on presenting a paper titled
“Ancient Indian Commerce” and in
May 1916 he attended the Golden
Weser’s Anthropological Sympo-
sium and presented research paper
titled “Castes in India, their system,
origin and development”.

In June 1916, Ambedkar submit-
ted his dissertation entitled “Na-
tional Dividend for India: A Histori-
cal and Analytical Study” for a PhD
degree. He then left Columbia Uni-
versity to enroll in the London
School of Economics and Political
Science. In October 1916, he was
admitted to the Grays Inn of Law.
Due to the expiry of the Maharaja
Sayajirao Scholarship, he returned
home after working for a year on
the dissertation of the Master of
Science (Economics) in London. In
July 1917, He was appointed mili-
tary secretary to the Maharaja of
Baroda. He saw the ugly face of the
caste system in its entirety. He was
not even allowed drinking water in
the office. Due to the misbehavior,
he left Baroda and returned to
Mumbai in November 1917.

In November 1918, Ambedkar
got the position of lecturer of po-
litical economy at Sydenham Col-
lege. He remained in college from
November 1918 to November 11,
1920, and then resigned from his
position to resume his studies of
law and economy in London. He
participated in the conference of
Depressed Classes held under the
chairmanship of Shahuji Maharaj in
Nagpur in 1918 and in Kolhapur on
21 March 1920. On 31 January 1920,
to support the cause of the De-
pressed Classes in India, a weekly
named “Mook-Nayak” was started.

In September 1920, Ambedkar
re-enrolled at the London School
of Economics and Political Science
and qualified for the degree of Law
from Grays Inn, London. In June
1921, he obtained a Master of Sci-
ence (Economics) degree on the
dissertation “Provincial Centraliza-
tion of Royal Finance in British In-
dia”. In March 1923, he was
awarded the degree of D.Sc. (Eco-
nomics) on the subject “The prob-
lem of money”. In April 1923, he met
the Secretary of State for India, ES
Montag and Vitthalbhai Patel, and
discussed the grievances of the
untouchables in India. In June 1923,
He started legal practice at the High
Tribunal, Mumbai. He then left the
practice and became a lecturer in
business law at the Batliboi Ac-

countancy Institute on a part-time
basis for 3 years.

On 9 July 1924, Ambedkar
formed the Bahishkrit Hitkarini
Sabha to spread education, im-
prove economic conditions and lis-
ten to grievances among the de-
pressed classes. On 3 April 1927,
he started a newspaper called
‘Bahishkrit Bharat’ and started
Satyagraha for entry of depressed
masses into the temples in Mahad.
In 1926, he gave evidence before
the Royal Commission on Money
and Finance. In 1927 he was nomi-
nated to the Bombay Legislative
Council along with Dr. Solanki. In
1928, he became a lecturer at the
Government Law College, Mumbai.
In the same year he demanded
separate electorate for Dalits before
the Simon Commission. In Novem-
ber 1930, he was invited as a repre-
sentative of the Dalits in the First
Round Table Conference held in
London. In August 1931, he op-
posed Gandhiji’s claim to represent
Dalits in the Second Round Table
Conference held in London itself.

In August 1932, Ramsay
MacDonald published the Commu-
nal Arbitration for Separate Elector-
ates for Dalits against which
Gandhiji,  who was lodged in
Yarwada jail, started fast till death.
The Poona Pact was signed on 25
September 1932 by Ambedkar (on
behalf of the marginalized commu-
nity) and Madan Mohan Malviya
(on behalf of other Hindus) and the
order regarding separate electorates
was withdrawn. From 1932 to 1934,
he was a member of the Joint Par-
liamentary Committee on Constitu-
tional Reforms. He participated in
the Third Round Table Conference
held in London in 1933-34. In June
1935, Ambedkar was appointed Prin-
cipal and Perry Professor of Juris-
prudence at the Government Law
College, Mumbai. In January 1936,
Jagjivan Ram along with some
prominent activists met Ambedkar
on the issue of conversion in
Mumbai.

Ambedkar formed the Indepen-
dent Labour Party under the Gov-
ernment of India Act 1935. The party
contested 17 seats for the Mumbai
Legislature and won 14 seats. In
1938, he opposed the Congress
party’s bill to replace the word ‘un-
touchable’ with the word ‘Harijan’.
From July 1942 to July 1946, he was
appointed Labor Member to the Ex-
ecutive Council of the Governor-

General of India. In November 1946
he was elected to the Constituent
Assembly from Bengal. He advo-
cated the partition of India. On 29
August 1947, at the initiative of
Sardar Patel, he was made the chair-
man of the drafting committee for the
making of the Constitution of India.
He did not agree with Nehruji’s ini-
tiative to give special status to
Jammu and Kashmir and the inclu-
sion of Article 370 in the Constitu-
tion. But he could not oppose it as
Nehru had made it a question of pres-
tige. On 27 November 1949,
Ambedkar presented the Constitu-
tion of India to the government.

After independence on 15 Au-
gust 1947, Ambedkar  became the
Law Minister in the Nehru Cabinet.
In 1951, he resigned from the cabi-
net due to differences of opinion on
the government’s apathy towards
the Scheduled Castes, India’s for-
eign policy and the Hindu Code Bill.
In the first Lok Sabha election in
1952, he was defeated by a Con-
gress candidate from Mumbai. In
March 1952, he was nominated to
the Rajya Sabha. In 1954, he stood
again in the by-election from
Bandra but stood third.

On 15 April 1948, Ambedkar
married a Brahmin girl named Dr.
Sharda Kabir of Mumbai, who later
came to be known as Savi ta
Ambedkar. He was a bitter critic of
the evils of Islam in South Asia
and condemned child marriages,
polygamy and purda system in the
Muslim community. In the year
1949, he addressed the World Bud-
dhist Conference in Kathmandu,
Nepal on the topic “Marxism vs
Buddhism”. In December 1950, he
again participated in the World
Buddhist Conference in Sri Lanka.
In  Ju ly 1951, he formed the
Bharatiya Buddhist Jana Sangh. In
September 1951, he compiled a
Buddhist worship treatise called
“Upasana Panth”.

In 1954, Ambedkar was nomi-
nated as a delegate to the World
Buddhist Conference held in
Rangoon. In May 1955, he founded
the Indian Buddhist Mahasabha. On
14 October 1956, He embraced Bud-
dhism along with 5 lakh people in a
historic ceremony in Nagpur. This
great activist and social reformer
took the last breath of his life on 6th
December 1956, leaving his colos-
sal work.

(The Author is a technocrat and
educationist)

Labour-20 Engagement Group
L20 in G20 India: Working for the Working Class

By: Hiranmay Pandya

The COVID-19 pandemic alerted
us to the challenges and gaps in the
state of global public health. The
shock induced by the pandemic was
greatly felt in national and interna-
tional markets alike. We have, since
then, recovered to a great extent,
owing to the tireless and coopera-
tive efforts of the scientific commu-
nity, health workers, policymakers,
conscious citizenry. However, the
recovery has been hindered by cer-
tain developments around the world,
such asthe high rate of inflation and
the Russia-Ukraine conflict. There
has also been an increase in labour
market inequalities due to the dis-
proportionate impact on certain
groups of workers and firms, con-
tributing to a growing divergence
between developed and developing
economies.At the same time, the
coordinated efforts by governments
and civil society have acted as a
bridge for equitable distribution of
resources. For instance, a targeted
focus on social protection, espe-
cially during the lockdown period,
helped people persevere through
this trying time. This was also true

for workers who either lost their jobs
or suffered pay-cuts. It was this very
harmony between government and
civil society that was helpful not
only in mitigation in times of crisis,
but also engineered policy actions
that were successful in providing
long-term relief.

However, there is still a lot more
we can do. India’s G20 Presidency
presents an opportunity to take
stock of the situation, assess the
intensity of these challenges, and
renew our commitments at both the
national and international level.As
per the latest figures, in spite of a
robust recovery, the number of
hours worked, globally, continues to
be 1.5 per cent below pre-covid lev-
els. This is equivalent to a deficit of
almost 40 million full-time jobs. Ad-
ditionally, there are growing diver-
gences within the international
labour market as well. For instance,
“High Skilled, High Paying” occu-
pations have experienced a stron-
ger recovery in comparison to the
“Low and Medium Skilled” jobs like
service providers and sales workers.
These developments directly con-

tribute to the growing disparity be-
tween groups, with poor and disad-
vantaged sections getting poorer
and further marginalized. The pan-
demic also weighedheavily on the
care (work) economy, the burden of
which falls disproportionately on
women. Identifying these issues is
a critical step, and will allow us to
strategically deliberate over struc-
tural and systemic solutions that act
as catalysts for an accelerated and
inclusive recovery. In this context,
the need of the hour lies in coming
up with action-oriented goals– an
opportunity that G20 provides to all
stakeholders.

G20 is meeting at a highly op-
portune time to create consensus
and work in concert on issues that
are not only intrinsic to achieving
the Sustainable Development Goals,
but also for building resilience
across sectors. This is particulary
important for the global labour mar-
ket where shifting dynamics and
economic volatility triggers vulner-
ability among the working class.
Looking at these objectives, Labour-
20 (L-20) will become a forum for all

trade unions todeliberate on inter-
national labour issues and social
labour movements,and subse-
quently come up with solutions that
can be placed and acted upon in
national contexts.

Another significant area of fo-
cus for L-20 will remain increasing
the coverage of social security and
social protection for workers
worldwide. Social security is a dy-
namic concept whose form and
definition have changed with time.
Rapid technological changes have
made it necessary to explore new
dimensions of social security and
protection. With the rise of ‘gig and
platform work,’ the life of the firms
is being shortened and leading to a
new kind of employer-employee re-
lationship, the understanding of
which is still in its nascent stage. It
is likely that the rules of employ-
ment-linked social security that
emerged in the aftermath of the
First Industrial Revolution and
matured during the Second Indus-
trial Revolution require a rewriting
in the era of Industry 4.0.

Future of Education in
the digital age

By: Vijay GarG 

There is no doubting it, the online
revolution is in full swing and the digi-
tal age means that not only are more as-
pects of our lives being digitised each
day, but that we are also becoming ac-
customed to going online for all the in-
formation we need. What this means for
teachers whose aim is to educate in the
digital elearning age, is that we have a
lot of competition—more than we have
ever had before.

A traditional education system vs.
the digital learning age

In a traditional education system of
the ‘old school’ bricks and mortar classroom, the primary competi-
tion for a student’s attention was the attractiveness or level of so-
cial connectedness with their neighbouring student—and perhaps
the extent of how vivid their imagination could get.

Today, in the digital learning age, teachers need to compete with
an endless array of other attention-grabbing ‘shiny objects’ from all
around the world. These can include an extreme spectrum from break-
ing news stories of terrorist attacks, floods, political blunders to
likes and smiles from potential suitor strangers and even the joy of
seeing the most adorable panda in the world rolling so cutely down
a hill. So, in order to win enough of a student’s valuable time and
attention to facilitate a meaningful learning experience, we need to
become smarter in our engagement strategies and educational prac-
tices.

As online educators, first, we must be open to unpacking and
mastering these new tools ourselves, even when they perhaps test
our own levels of comfort and understanding in this age of digital
technologies. This is absolutely essential, in particular for some of
us who approach technology with caution, in order to then allow us
to come up with creative and innovative approaches to how we can
adopt them seamlessly into our teaching practices.

contd. on page 3
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What the digital age
means for the future of
online education

So once we have won the
initial  bat tle for an
individual’s attention, the
next challenge is to be able
to keep that attention and ef-
fectively engage them longer
term. It is important to under-
stand what the online revo-
lution is teaching us about
the fundamental changes in
the relationship between
teachers and students.

Never before have we

seen such a large scale mass
rejection of traditional forms
of authority in place of con-
necting with the everyday
person. This means that the
traditional concept of an aca-
demic, being respected as the
holder of wisdom, is becom-
ing more and more irrelevant.
Rather than being online aca-
demics who simply ‘teach’
students something they
don’t know by imparting
knowledge on them, we need
to be skilled facilitators, who
actively engage individuals

on a learning journey through
digital resources.  Digital
learning can mean fostering
curiosity, supporting the de-
velopment of a growth
mindset, and encouraging
critique and analysis.

Being authentic
To successfully realise

these digital learning goals,
it is essential that we are our
authentic selves. The online
revolution and the rise in
popularity of social media
have taught us that people
are seeking out authenticity

and relatability in the online
world. We need to be pre-
pared to show our own vul-
nerability when we might not
know something, our
relatability as normal humans
who also make mistakes, and,
most importantly, we must
demonstrate our passion for
teaching our subject matter.

Education in the digital
age is an exciting new space
for teaching and learning,
and it is growing and devel-
oping each day. As online
educators, we must grow and

develop along with it, taking
advantage of the suite of
new digital tools and re-
sources available to us, but
also understanding and re-
specting the fundamental
changes in the relationship
between a student and an
educator. We must be pre-
pared to share our humbled,
authentic selves in response.
If we can achieve all of these
things, then we have set the
best foundations for impact-
ing and life-long learning to
occur.

Future of Education in the digital.....

The various working and
engagement groups of the G20
have discussed the issues
mentioned here. They find
their mentions in the G20
Leaders’Declaration, includ-
ing the most recent in Bali, In-
donesia, aswell as in other
documents. Policy statements
and frameworks are developed
under the G20 to further these
pressing concerns and under-

score actionable targets. The
delegates of the L-20 will meet
with the objective of
conceptualising overall strat-
egies to boost recovery from
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Workers also need to be pro-
tected in the face of social,
economic and political disrup-
tions. In this context, the task
ahead is to examine the
achievements made so far and

identify the issues where more
efforts need to be made. There
are huge differences among
the countries in terms of per
capita GDP, education and skill
level, female labour force par-
ticipation, social protection
coverage, demographic phase
and so on. Nevertheless, this
is our strength as we come with
different experiences. We all
have something to add on the

issues of Global Skill Gaps,
new forms of employment, the
rise of the gig and platform
economy, the extension of ef-
fective social protection, sus-
tainable financing of social
security, and International
Labour Mobility.

In the midst of these is-
sues, the unifying factor be-
tween the G20 processes and
involvement of engagement

groups like L-20 remains the
refuelling of commitment to-
wards the progress of labour
welfare, guided by the prin-
ciples of equality and social
justiceas embedded in the vi-
sion of ‘One Earth.One Fam-
ily. One Future.’

(The author is a President,
Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh
(BMS) and Chair of Labour-
20)

L20 in G20 India: Working for the.....
Contd. from Page 2

Registration Certificate Lost
I, the undersigned, Washim Chesam have lost my

Duplicate Registration Certificate, bearing Registration No.
2488 of 2020, issued by the Council of Higher Secondary
Education, Manipur (COHSEM) on the way between Wangoi
to Mayang Imphal, on December 1, 2022.

Finders are requested to hand over it to the undersigned.
Sd/-

Washim Chesam
Contact No. 9368500013

Vendor Licence Lost
I, the undersigned, Keisham Robikanta Singh, son of

Keisham Ongbi Mema Devi, do hereby declare that my
mother’s Vendor Licence No. 598 of Laxmi Bazar, issued by
Imphal Municipal Council has been lost somewhere between
Wangkhei Tokpam Leikai to Paona Bazar on December 2,
2022.

Finders are requested to hand over it to the undersigned.
Sd/-

Keisham Robikanta Singh
S/o Keisham Ongbi Mema Devi

Wangkhei Tokpam Leikai, Imphal East

PM Modi says G-20 presidency chance
to show India’s strengths

India’s active covid cases at 4,345
Agency
New Delhi, Dec 6:

India’s active covid case
tally fell to 4,345, with 165 new
coronavirus infections re-
ported in the last 24 hours, the
Union health ministry said in
an update on Tuesday. The
country’s tota l reported
cases so far, since the pan-
demic hit in early 2020, stand
at 4.46 crore covid, while
death toll at 530,633.

Active cases account for
0.01% of total reported infec-
tions, while the recovery rate
stands at 98.80%, according
to the health ministry.

As of now, Karnataka has
1,622 active cases, Kerala has
1,571 active cases,
Maharashtra has 278 active
cases,  Odisha  86 cases,
Rajasthan 59, Tamil Nadu has

112 ac tive  cases,  Uttar
Pradesh 109 and West Ben-
gal has 47 active cases.

The country conducted
over 1,63,671 tests in the last
24 hours. Experts say that In-
dia is nearing endemicity as
the country has been report-
ing fall in infections.

Under the covid vaccina-
tion drive, more than 219.94
crore vaccine doses have
been administered to the
people across the country so
far. In the last 24 hours,
around 64,240 doses were ad-
ministered.

INSACOG under the su-
pervision of Department of
Bio technology (DBT) is
keeping a close watch on the
covid situation in the coun-
try while undertaking con-
stant genome sequencing to
keep a track on new variants,

if any.
Surveillance at hospital

level is also continuing, with
the monitoring of lnfluenza-
like illness (lLl) & SARI cases.

Given the steady fall in
active cases, several state
governments have eased
travel norms and the manda-
tory wearing of masks.

The health ministry has
said that during air travel, in-
flight announcement about
the pandemic including pre-
cautionary measures to be
followed (preferable use of
masks and following physi-
cal distancing) shall be made
at all points of entry.

Passenger showing symp-
toms during travel shall be iso-
lated as per standard protocol.

Meanwhile, China has
been witnessing a fresh surge
in covid cases.

Agency
New Delhi, Dec 6: 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday chaired a meet-
ing of leaders from different par-
ties on India’s presidency of the
G-20 and sought their coopera-
tion, saying it is a unique op-
portunity to showcase the
country’s strengths to the en-
tire world.

Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge said it was a
matter of pride India has got the
G-20 presidency and asked Modi
to leverage this opportunity for
the country’s benefit and help
deter China from carrying out
incursions at the border and
correct the trade imbalance with
it.

Some opposition leaders,
including Sitaram Yechury and
D Raja of the Left, noted that
India taking over the presidency
was by rotation and said it
should not be projected as the
government’s achievement, op-
position sources said.

Official sources noted the
prime minister told the meeting
that India’s G-20 presidency
does not belong to any indi-
vidual but the entire country.

In a statement on the prime
minister’s address at the meet-
ing, the Ministry of External Af-
fairs quoted Modi as saying that
there is a global curiosity and
attraction towards India today
that further increases the
occasion’s potential.

He emphasised the impor-
tance of teamwork and sought
cooperation of all leaders in the
organisation of various G-20
events, it said.

Modi pointed out that the
presidency of the G-20, a group-
ing of the world’s 20 major
economies, would help show-
case parts of India beyond the
conventional big metros, bring-
ing out the uniqueness of vari-
ous regions of the country, it
said.

Noting that a large number
of visitors would be coming to
India during the year-long
events, Modi highlighted the
potential for promoting tourism
and boosting the local econo-
mies of the venues where G-20
meetings would be organised.

The prime minister had also

highlighted the significance of
the event at a BJP meeting ear-
lier in the day, saying every citi-
zen should be proud of the de-
velopment.

TMC supremo Mamata
Banerjee, who is also the West
Bengal chief minister, said at the
meeting that the G-20 presi-
dency was not about one
party’s agenda but of the entire
country, sources said.

Banerjee said India’s G-20
presidency was a national oc-
casion and suggested that rep-
resentation should also be
given to regional leaders. Oppo-
sition sources said she high-
lighted how opposition leaders
have represented India at inter-
national forums and talked
about her visit to Vietnam with
other political leaders on behalf
of India.

Kharge asked Modi to use
this opportunity to help the
country secure a permanent seat
in the UN Security Council and
play a key role in helping nations
out of the debt crisis as his pre-
decessor Manmohan Singh had
done during the 2008 economic
crisis, opposition sources said.

Raising the issue of some
nations providing aid and sup-
port to terrorism, he said the
prime minister should use this
occasion to seek the support of
other nations to act against
such countries, the sources said.

On India’s stand on the

Ukraine war, he told the prime
minister to continue efforts to
maintain peace and help create
an environment where no war-
like situation is created again.

TRS president K
Chandrashekar Rao and JD(U)
chief Lalan Singh did not attend
the meeting. The RJD also
skipped the meeting.

In a statement highlighting
Yechury’s comments at the
meeting, the CPI(M) reiterated
that India’s turn at the helm of
the grouping is by the dint of a
“rotating presidency”.

Opposition leaders’ com-
ments are apparently aimed at
countering any BJP attempt to
project the development as a
major success for the govern-
ment.

 “Every country in the G-20
will automatically be President
when their turn comes,” Yechury
said.

Raja said the government
should take the opportunity to
showcase the achievements of
India’s youths and farmers, and
pitched for empowering women
by bringing in legislation for res-
ervation for them.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M K Stalin, taking part in the
meeting, expressed confidence
that the prime minister would
use the opportunity to promote
the values of peace, non-vio-
lence, harmony, and equal jus-
tice all over the world.

Stalin assured the Centre of
Tamil Nadu’s full support and
cooperation in conducting con-
ferences as part of the G-20
presidency.

“I congratulate our Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on In-
dia assuming the G20 Presi-
dency for 2023. This is a matter
of great pride to our country and
we have a very important role to
play in promoting international
understanding,” he said, accord-
ing to an official release.

India is keenly observed by,
not just G-20 countries, but all
countries around the globe, the
chief minister said.

Kharge highlighted at the
meeting that India had in the
past chaired the Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) summit and
hosted its summit in 1983 along
with the Commonwealth Heads
of Government Meeting
(CHOGM) which were attended
by leaders of several countries.

He also recalled the words
of former US president Barack
Obama lauding Manmohan
Singh for being the “primary
partner” in working solutions
during the 2008 economic crisis
that gripped the world.

The IMF has said that 53
nations are going through a debt
crisis, Kharge noted and ex-
pressed the hope that India
shows the path forward in help-
ing these countries come out
of the crisis.

Govt considering PAN card
number to be single-point

identifier to expedite
clearances: Piyush Goyal

Agency
New Delhi, Dec 6:

Union Minister of Commerce
and Industry, Consumer Affairs,
Food and Public Distribution
and Textiles, Piyush Goyal said
that the National Single Window
System (NSWS) would help re-
alize Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision of transforming
red tape to red carpet.

Piyush Goyal said that the
PAN number is likely to be used
as a unique identifier for API in-
tegration of data between min-
istries and states for ensuring
single business user ID. NSWS
also helps in reducing data du-
plication and filling same data in
various forms using auto-popu-
lation Module, he added.

Goyal added that 27 Central
Departments and 19 states have
been onboarded on NSWS.
Schemes fully onboarded on
NSWS include Vehicle Scrap-
ping Policy, Ethanol Policy,
Leather Development Program,
hallmarking of jwellery, Petro-
leum and Explosives Safety Or-
ganization (PESO) certification.

The Minister said that Na-
tional Land Bank has also been
integrated into NSWS. He added
that 1 lakh hectares of land in
different industrial parks and
estates are available on NSWS.
The portal will become a one
stop shop for buying industrial
land, he said.

Encouraging more and more
states to make use of NSWS,
Goyal said that states which use
NSWS would be given better
ranking on Ease of Doing Busi-
ness Index.

The Minister said that re-
newal of licences would also be
brought under NSWS starting
with 5 Ministries like Commerce
and Industry, Consumer Affairs,
Food and Public Distribution
and Textiles.

The key objectives of the
review meeting were to ensure
onboarding of investor-related
clearances by Ministries/ De-
partments of Govt of India and
by the State Govts and UTs, in
order to meet time lines, to com-

plete ownership by all the Stake-
holders for smooth functioning
of the NSWS, to increase usage
of the NSWS by the industry
and use industry feedback to
improve systems related to
EoDB/ ease of investor clear-
ances; and to discuss the way
ahead on a convergence ap-
proach to the NSWS.

NSWS is an ambitious ini-
tiative which promises to be the
gamechanger for increasing in-
vestments and reducing compli-
ance burden in the country. The
system would lead to conver-
gence of all Ministries/ Depart-
ment and States/ UTs through
the “whole of Government ap-
proach”.

Various ministries, states
and Union Territories have
worked in close coordination
with DPIIT and NSWS Team to
bring this portal up and running.
Industry Associations have
given valuable feedback from
time to time that helped improve
and optimize the system.
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Sports

Livakovic ‘saves’ Croatia, breaks Japanese hearts; Neymar returns as
Brazil brush aside South Korea to reach World Cup quarters

Brazil’s Neymar, from right, celebrates with team mates Lucas Paqueta, Raphinha and
Vinicius Junior after scoring his side’s second goal.

Agency
Doha, Dec 6:

Croatia is going deep at an-
other World Cup, and the team
is taking the long route once
again.

Goalkeeper Dominik
Livakovic saved three penalty
kicks Monday in Croatia’s 3-1
win over Japan in a shootout,
securing a return to the
quarterfinals for the runner-up
in the 2018 tournament.

On its run to the final four
years ago, Croatia needed extra
time in each round in the knock-
out stage — and twice came
through a penalty shootout.

This time, Mario Pasalic con-
verted the clinching penalty for
Croatia after the teams were tied
at 1-1 after extra time.

Livakovic saved penalties
from Takumi Minamino, Kaoru
Mitomo and Maya Yoshida, and
it was the Dinamo Zagreb goal-
keeper who took most of the

acclaim from the jubilant Croatia
team after the shootout.

Japan had been looking to
reach the quarterfinals for the
first time but fell short again, just
like in 2002, 2010 and 2018. The
Asian team lost to Paraguay in
a penalty shootout in the round
of 16 in 2010.

Croatia, which also reached
the semifinals in 1998, will play
either Brazil or South Korea next.

In an even 90 minutes of
regulation play, Daizen Maeda
put Japan ahead in the 43rd
minute by sweeping in a close-
range finish. Ivan Perisic equal-
ized by meeting Dejan Lovren’s
cross from the right with a
header into the bottom corner
from near the penalty spot in the
57th.

The result guarantees at
least one more World Cup game
for 37-year-old Croatia captain
Luka Modric, one of the best
midfielders of his generation.

Since 1998, all of Croatia’s
knockout matches at a World
Cup or European Championship
have gone to extra time except
for the 2018 World Cup final loss
to France.

In another match, Neymar
returned from injury to help in-
spire Brazil to a 4-1 victory over
South Korea on Monday as the
favourites cruised through to

the quarter-finals of the World
Cup.

The world’s most expensive
player had sat out his team’s last
two matches with a sprained
ankle suffered in their first game
in Qatar, a 2-0 win over Serbia.

But he came back for this
last-16 tie as Tite’s team clicked
into gear and delivered an omi-
nous message to their rivals, at
least before easing off in the
second half.

Vinicius Junior opened the
scoring inside seven minutes
before Neymar added another
from the penalty spot to move
to 76 goals for his country, leav-
ing him just one away from
equalling Pele’s all-time record
tally.

Richarlison’s brilliant goal
made it 3-0 and Lucas Paqueta
added another before half-time
to leave South Korea
shellshocked.

Paik Seung-ho pulled one
back but by then Brazil were
thinking about Friday’s quarter-
final clash with 2018 runners-up
Croatia.

The five-time World Cup
winners had not scored four
goals in a knockout game at the
tournament since 1998.

Here they played at times
with the joy associated with the
Brazilian national team, the play-

ers coming together to celebrate
each goal by showing off their
dance moves and their coach
even joining in.

If they finished playing
within themselves, their first-half
display was superb and a fitting
tribute to the great Pele.

The Brazilian legend had
said he would watch the game
from the Sao Paulo hospital to
where he was admitted last week
amid ongoing treatment for co-
lon cancer, and supporters in
Doha’s Stadium 974 unfurled a
banner with a get well soon mes-
sage to him.

All of it was a chastening
experience for Son Heung-min
and South Korea, who have still
never won a World Cup knock-
out match outside their own
country.

Tite made 10 changes to the
Brazil team after rotating his
squad for the 1-0 loss to
Cameroon which came after
qualification for the last 16 had
been secured.

Danilo also returned from
injury at left-back, while Eder
Militao was the only player to
keep his place and shifted across
to right-back.

With Alisson Becker back in
goal and Thiago Silva and
Marquinhos playing too, this
was Brazil’s first-choice defence

but their forwards quickly put
the tie to bed.

The opener came from their
first shot on target in the sev-
enth minute as Raphinha burst
away from Kim Jin-su on the
right and his ball across goal
came to the feet of Vinicius who
coolly picked his spot.

They then won a penalty as
Richarlison was caught by Jung
Woo-young and Neymar duly
beat Kim Seung-gyu — his last
six goals for Brazil have now all
come from the spot.

Alisson was then called into

action to tip over a vicious long-
range effort from Hwang Hee-
chan, but Brazil then scored
their third in style just before the
half-hour mark.

Richarlison juggled the ball
on his head three times just out-
side the area before laying it off
to Marquinhos and then con-
tinuing into the box to get on
the end of Silva’s pass which he
slotted home for his third goal
at this World Cup.

Paqueta then got their
fourth nine minutes before the
break with a first-time finish as

he connected with a Vinicius ball
held up from the byline.

They could have added more
in the second half had they not
taken their foot off the pedal, al-
though Raphinha was denied
on more than one occasion by
the goalkeeper.

Korea though deserve
credit for keeping going and they
were rewarded inside the final
quarter-hour as substitute Paik
brought down a headed clear-
ance and sent in a ferocious shot
from 25 metres that brushed off
Silva to beat Alisson.

Meghalaya launches Northeast’s....

One-day awareness campaign.....

Language Policy As Whimsical....

Contd. from Page 1

The significant challenges
in last-mile delivery call for an
approach to revolutionize the
conventional delivery system.

With Northeast’s First
Drone Delivery Network, the
solution provided by TechEagle
overcomes the problem of lack
of visibility, high delivery costs,

outdated technology and inac-
cessibility through roads and
railway networks.

Vikram Singh, CEO &
Founder of TechEagle, said,
“Transforming the logistics and
healthcare supply chain is at
the heart of TechEagle’s vision
and this initiative is a first big

step forward in the direction of
achieving the goal of universal
access to healthcare and logis-
tics across the world. We are
thankful to the Govt of
Meghalaya & MHSSP to pro-
vide us this opportunity to cre-
ate a larger impact on grass root
level.”

Helena spoke on “Women’s
Reproductive Health.” She says
that women and adolescent girls
need to be aware of their repro-
ductive health. She urges the
participants, especially women
and girls, to come forward at the
Health & Wellness Center to at-

tend various awareness events
and to solve their issues regard-
ing family planning and health
problems. She also encourages
people to use protection if nec-
essary to avoid sexually trans-
mitted diseases and unintended
pregnancies.

The participants of the
programme expressed gratitude
to the organiser and an urge to
organise this type of programme
in the future, engaging more
youth and male participants to
end violence against women
and children in the state.

Within a more elaborated
view of power, an exclusive fo-
cus on macro-level phenomena
becomes problematic for a full
understanding of the nature of
language-related processes.
This analysis suggests that lan-
guage planning work in local
contexts is a fundamental and
integrated part of the overall lan-
guage planning process, which
merits attention both within the
context of the operation of
macro-level planning– as a nec-
essary extension of it – and in its
own right – as a local activity
with no macro roots. The focus
on local contexts in language
planning mirrors an increased
concern for the democratisation
of decision-making in social
policy in general which
recognises the impact of power
asymmetries on policy out-
comes. Concern for
democratisation has been
prompted by a realisation that
existing national-level power
structures have undergone an
erosion of legitimacy in many
contexts which cannot be rem-
edied by centralisation of deci-
sion-making, and in which there
need to evolve local processes
to address local contexts. A fo-

cus on local contexts is not only
warranted by the
democratisation of decision-
making, but also from the per-
spective of devolution, espe-
cially in education where the lo-
cus of much of the decision-mak-
ing lies with local communities.”

All these imply very well the
implications of developing lan-
guages and the significance of
language policy. In this context,
the recent launching in Manipur
of a programme for learning
seven dialects is a significant
one. But while inaugurating the
programme, the head of the
people of Manipur is also re-
ported to have emphasised:
“Further stating the importance
of learning different dialects, he
informed that priority would be
given to those candidates who
know multiple local languages,
in recruitment of the State
Government’s Job.” (Imphal
Times, 03 December 2022). This
is where the problem arises.
Whereas English and Manipuri
are constitutionally recognised
languages, the training on the
dialects is just being started.
Well, relating to the jobs is an
important decision and taking
such a decision cannot just be

based on the emotions arising
while launching the training
programme. Before being lifted
to such a stage with such hasti-
ness, more logical steps would
be putting experts for evolving
Curriculum based on these lan-
guages for the Primary and Sec-
ondary Levels. Linking with the
jobs in right earnest without
these foundations is like Putting
the Cart before the Horse. But
the announcement has already
created a basis for social ten-
sions among the various
ethnicities in Manipur to
emerge. Though lull for the time
being, language is already a
charged area, but it is being
aroused emotionally and senti-
mentally. Any locality anywhere
in Manipur can now exploit the
scope for trying to communicate
with any government official
posted in the locality only
through the local language. If the
official turns out to be different
from the locality linguistically,
the local population now have
the right to immediately demand
posting someone who can
speak the local dialect. Social
Tensions would now be in-
duced; I would call it Leader-
ship-Induced Tension.

66th Death Anniversary of Dr B R
Ambedkar Observed

Maharashtra Governor B S Koshyari, Chief Minister Eknath Shinde and other leaders
paying  homage to Dr B R Ambedkat at Chaityabhoomi on Tuesday. (Photo credit: CMO).

By Raju Vernekar
Mumbai, Dec 6:

A sea of humanity from all
over the country, thronged the
Chaityabhoomi at in Dadar, in
central Mumbai, to pay homage
to the messiah of dalits and the
architect of the Indian Consti-
tution, Bharat Ratna Dr B R
Ambedkar, on his 66th death
anniversary on Tuesday.

Born on April 14, 1891 at
Mhow in then Central province
(now Madhya Pradesh),
Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar, de-
voted his life for uplift of the
Dalits and fought against caste
system and untouchability
prevalent in the Indian society.
He was a jurist, economist, so-
cial reformer and political leader
who headed the committee set
up to draft the Constitution of
India.

Ambedkar renounced Hin-
duism and embraced Buddhism
on October 14, 1956, in presence
of lakhs of disciples in Nagpur
in Maharashtra. He passed away
on December 06, 1956 at his resi-
dence in New Delhi. The last
rites were performed at
Chaityabhoomi. His death anni-
versary is observed as
“Mahaparinirvan Din” (a death
or the freedom from the cycles
of life) every year on December
06.

As has been the tradition,
hundreds of people began com-
ing to Mumbai some days ago
and the queues were unending
on Tuesday. The queues of
people looking forward to a
glimpse of the statue of Dr
Ambedkar in the sanctorum
stretched for a few kilometres,
around the historic Shivaji Park.
The crowd management by
Mumbai Police and overall dis-
cipline of the people was com-
mendable.

Maharashtra Governor
Bhagat Singh Koshyari,
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde, Deputy Chief

Minister Devendra Fadnavis,
Ambedkar’s grand son Advo-
cate Prakash Ambedkar, Shiv
Sena leader Uddhav Balasaheb
Thackeray, Shiv Sena MP
Sanjay Raut, NCP leaders-Ajit
Pawar and Jayant Patil and oth-
ers paid homage and offered
floral tributes at
Chaityabhoomi.

The Brihanmumbai Munici-
pal Corporation (BMC had made
elaborate arrangements for the
convenience of the people con-
verging at the Chaityabhoomi.
Water tankers, wash rooms and
about 200 toilets were set up and
nearly 1000 workers were en-
gaged to maintain cleanliness in
the area where the people have
been camping.

Hundreds of volunteers

were distributing food and wa-
ter. Many were even busy help-
ing families trace some members
who were lost in the
crowds. The make shift shops
were set up selling books, pho-
tographs, candles, flowers and
a variety of charms and trinkets
for out-of-town visitors. 

President Draupadi Murmu,
Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla, Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Pralhad Joshi,
Congress leaders Sonia Gandhi
and Mallikarjun Kharge paid
tributes to Ambedkar at Parlia-
ment House in New Delhi.

Memorial at Indu Mill
The crowds were also seen

at Ambedkar memorial being set

up at an estimated cost of Rs.
1090 crore, on a sprawling 12
acre land of erstwhile India
United Mills (Indu Mill) in
Dadar.   The memorial will have
a 350 feet high bronze cladded
statue of Ambedkar placed on
pedestal of 100 feet height (to-
tal Height 450 feet). It will be
accessed by a spiral ramp. The
memorial will have 1000 capac-
ity Auditorium, Exhibition
Halls, Research Centre, Lecture
Halls, Library, Conference
Halls, Meditation Centre, Sou-
venir Shops, Canteen, Admin-
istrative Office and Gardens.
The memorial being set up by
Mumbai Metropolitan Region
Development Authority, is ex-
pected to be completed by
March, 2024.

AR foils smuggling of drugs
IT News
Imphal, Dec 6:

Modi Battalion under the
aegis of HQ IGAR (South)
foiled smuggling of Drugs in
Chandel District, Manipur on
Dec 4, 2022.

Based on specific input re-

garding the move of contra-
band items in Libung, Chandel
District, a special operations
team was launched.

After carrying out spe-
cific search of the area and
road side, the party discov-
ered a bag concealed under
thick foliage. On examining,

it was found that the bag con-
ta ined  15 soap cases of
Brown sugar.

The seized 15 soap cases
contained approx 600 gms of
Brown Sugar worth Rs 42
lakhs.Seized contraband was
handed over to Tengnoupal PS
for further investigation.


